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Franklin Parrasch Gallery is pleased to present Polarized Space – paintings by Mary Corse, John 

McCracken, and John McLaughlin. 

 

The works of these three southern California artists, made over the course of three distinct 

generations, is approached here in a context that attends to the artists’ rigorous use of minimal 

form and restricted composition. Each artist creates paintings that evoke a visceral, philosophical, 

and visual experience. Individually, the works serve as a point of departure toward an enhanced 

relationship with space and perception; collectively, along with the early work of Robert Irwin, 

they survey core examples of painting within what is referred to as the “Light and Space” 

movement or southern California Minimalism. 

 

Four rare examples of John McLaughlin’s small-scale paintings from the 1950s and ‘60s exemplify 

the artist’s career-long effort to encounter the truly abstract and to eliminate material reference. 

Working exclusively with a vocabulary of simple rectangular shapes distributed upon neutral 

fields, these gem-like paintings depict the remarkable variety McLaughlin was able to achieve 

within his disciplined realm of elemental forms and subtle variations of hue and tone. 

 

Three paintings by John McCracken inhabit a genre that bridges the space between McLaughlin’s 

(philosophical) and Corse’s (environmental) approaches to art making. Like futuristic renditions of 

the mandala, these paintings address space and perception by way of a hyper-segmented, 

monochromatic canvas. Variations in the color and intensity of action from work to work 

illuminate the range of McCracken’s exploration of space and perception in a two-dimensional 

form as a means of accessing realms or dimensions beyond the familiar. 



 

Two paintings by Mary Corse explore a polarized duality between perceived depth and two-

dimensionality. Fields distinguished from one another not by color but by a sense of weight or 

luminosity move in and out of the viewer’s perception, challenging the audience not only to 

capture but to simultaneously comprehend floating, glowing panels and bands. 

 

For images, biography, and further information, please contact the gallery at 

info@franklinparrasch.com or 212-246-5360, Tuesday-Saturday 10a-6p. 
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