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In 1997, Louisiana Museum of Modern Art curators Lars Nittve and Helle Crenzien mounted Sunshine & 
Noir: Art in L.A. 1960-1997, a landmark exhibition born from a fascination with and exploration into the 
breadth, depth, and diversity that emerged from the nascent post-1950s Los Angeles art scene. With a 
specifically European curiosity and curatorial perspective, Nittve and Crenzien sought to investigate the 
polarity of L.A.'s geography, demography, and cultural makeup in order to contemplate the city’s contextual 
conundrum: Utopia or Dystopia?, Eden or Hell?, Sunshine or Noir? 
 
For Art Basel Miami Beach 2016, Franklin Parrasch Gallery presents L.A. Noir, an exhibition reflecting upon 
Nittve's and Crenzien's historic exhibition with a particular focus on what the "Noir" component of that 
show revealed.  
 
A city built, impossibly, on an ocean-abutting desert: that was the starting point for the artists in this 
presentation, whose careers’ roots and progressions were charted in Los Angeles during the city's formative 
period in the visual arts. From the brightness of desert sunshine to the cacophony of electric-lit freeways and 
boulevards, as the sun begins to set and day turns to night, the dichotomy of Los Angeles’ energy throbs. The 
paradoxical stasis of the city’s sprawl during this daily transition – from sunshine to noir – is the source from 
which these artists cultivate and navigate ideas and posit questions. 
 
This presentation comprises works by 20 artists, each of whom were included in the original Sunshine & 
Noir roster: John Altoon, Billy Al Bengston, Wallace Berman, Vija Celmins, Llyn Foulkes, Joe Goode, 
George Herms, David Hockney, Robert Irwin, Craig Kauffman, Mike Kelley, John McCracken, John 
McLaughlin, Bruce Nauman, Raymond Pettibon, Ken Price, Allen Ruppersberg, Ed Ruscha, Jim Shaw, and 
Alexis Smith. 
 
For images, biography, and further information, please contact Katharine Overgaard at 
info@franklinparrasch.com or at 212-246-5360 during business hours: Tues-Sat, 10a-6p. 


